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ADVERTISEMENT. 


: HE = Inſtrution *, which 
is lately come out 
under the Name of Car- Though it 
dinal de Noailles, concern- be dated in 
ing my Diſſertations on October, yet it 
the Validity of the Ordina- did not come 
tions of the Church” of Eu- out till the 
gland, does not permit me End of De- 
to be ſilent. If the Dis cember. 
vines of his Eminence 3 
had only oppos'd and cenſur'd me, with- 
out bringing me againſt my Will into 
their Injuſtice, I might have been ſilent; | 
and being contented to have no Hand 3 
in the Iniquity, I ſhould have thought L : E 
might have diſpenſed my ſelf from com- 
plaining of a Judgment, againſt which 
thoſe Works were ſufficiently ſupported 
by themſelves. Such was my Behaviour TE 
towards ſome other Biſhops of France, | 
againſt whoſe Vexations I was contented _ ©, 


(2) 


to make a Proteſtation, ſtaying to do 
my ſelf Juſtice in due time. | 

But fince it was thought proper to 
add another Injuſtice to the firſt, by 
attempting to make the Publick believe 
that I acquieſced to a Condemnation, 
which I always rejected, becauſe I always 
took it to be unjuſt ; I thought my ſelf 
obliged to write to H. E. Cardinal de 
Noailles, to diſown a Submiſſion, which 
Uprightneſs makes me look upon as a 
Weakneſs, and to publiſh that Denial in 
order to undeceive the Publick, and clear 
myſelf from a Baſeneſs, of which I might 
have been juſtly thought to be guilty by 
my Silence. 

It would have been natural, in order 
to make every Body more ſenſible how I 
have been impos'd upon, to annex to this 
Letfer that which is mentioned in the 
Inſtruction of H. E. But becauſe I de- 
ſign to publiſh in a ſhort time an Ac- 
count of what has happened in that At- 
fair, with the Original Letters relating 
to that Matter, it appeared to me more 
proper to put off till that time the Publi- 
cation of that Letter ; and I thought it 
was now ſufficient for me, out of a due 
| Regard to Uprightneſs and Truth, to 
diſoẽn my pretended acquieſcing to a 

Judgment 


(3) 


Judgment given out of Weakneſs, and 
againſt all the Rules of Equity. 

But at the ſame time that I am forc'd 
to diſown the Errors that have been 
imputed to me fo unjuſtly, and alſo my 
pretended Converſion, I think my felt 
obliged torenew thc Proteſtations I have 
frequently made, of a ſteady and conſtant 
Adherence to Unity and the Church, and 
of a ſincere Submiſſion to thoſe Truths 
that are truly Catholick, which ought by 
no Means to be confounded with that 
multitude of Scholaſtick Opinions and 
abſtracted Diſputes, of which new Doc- 
trines are Tally coined, more proper to 
multiply Hereſies and keep up Diviſion, 
than to reunite us in the Profeſſion of the 
ſame Faith, whoſe whole Merit and 
Character, according to St. Hilary, cbn- 
liſts in its Simplicity. In Sumplicitate 
fades eft. . .. Non per difficiles nos queſ- 


tones ad beatam vitam vocat Deus, 


Hilar. De Trinit. Lib, 10. Num. 70. b. 1080, 
Ed. Bened. 


A Letter to his Eminence. 
My LORD, 


IIS a great Comfort to me 
_ 3 Tea to ſee by the Publication 
of your Inſtruction, that 
. FE. approves the De- 
DEL 25 8 0 I had the Ho- 
nour to make to you, and 

that you do Juſtice to the Purity of my 
Faith. Beſides, I cannot ſufficiently ex- 
preſs to you my Acknowledgement for 
the Moderation with which you have 
been willing that my Affair could be 
managed, without indulging the Paſſion, 
which the ſecret Authors of the Conſpi- 
racy formed to undo me, have brought 
into the Cenſures of moſt of the * 
2 


EY 


But at the ſame time, my Lord, that 
I cannot but commend the Goodneſs of 
Y. E. 'tis a fad thing for me to ſee that 
your Name and Confidence ſhould be fo 
far abuſed, as to aſcribe to me Errors 
which I have always diſowned, to ſup- 
pole in me a Repentance, for -which the 
Purity of my Sentiments never gave an 
occaſion, and to leave out of the Letter 
of the 3d of December, 1727, which I 
had the honour to write to you, what- 
ever might have ſervd for my Juſtifica- 
tion, in order to make the Publick be- 
lieve that I ſublcribe to the Condemna- 
tion of my Work, though I am more 
perſuaded than ever, that I have advan- 
ced nothing in it, but what: is True, 
Orthodox, and agreeable to the ſoundeſt 
Theology, and all Antiquity. 

I ought, my Lord, for my own fake, 
and for the ſake of the Publick, to diſown 
a pretended Submiſlion, more diſgracetul 
to me, than all the imaginary Hereſies, 
which they ſeek out in myWritings with- 
out finding them; and 1 ſhould think 
my ſelf te be wanting to what my In- 
nocence and Truth require, it after ha- 
ving complained to the Biſhops aflem- 
bled at Paris, and to the Biſhop of 
Marſeilles, of the Calumnies which they 
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ſtereſts with you in my Favour, I ought 


(6) 
laid to my Charge unjuſtly, T had the 
Weakneſs to acknowledge in my Works 
the Errors, which your Divines have 
been pleas d to impute to me without 
Juſtice and Equity. | 
- Whilſt I was only attacked by ſuch 
Writers, as moſt of thoſe whom I had 
occaſion to oppoſe, and by Biſhops whaſe 
Reputation diſpenſed me from taking 
Notice of their Judgments, I was not 
troubled for their denying me their Ap- 
probation, and I was as much uncon- 
cerned for their Cenſures as for their 
Praiſes. But it is no longer proper for 
me to be ſilent: Your Name, my Lord, 
your Piety, the Eminence of your See 
and Dignity, and the Reputation of your 
Equity, would prepoſſeſs the World a- 
gainſt my Innocence: That prepoſſeſ- 
ſion would be increaſed by my ſilence; 
and a reſpect ariſing from a deference to 
a judgment that bears your Name, 
would make me an Accomplice of the Ini- 
quity with which I am opprels'd. 

Give me leave therefore, my Lord, to 
apply my ſelf directly to V. E. in order 


to inform you of my diſpoſitions and ſen- 


timents. Having been hitherto deceivd 
by thoſe who pretended to uſe their In- 


ng 
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no longer to employ any other Interpre- 
ter but my felt to explain my Thoughts, 
and I beſeech you reciprocally to depend 
only upon your felt for the Juſtice of my 
Complaints, and the Purity of my Sen- 
timents. 

Jam charg'd, my Lord, with Errors 
about the Sacrifice, the real Preſence, the 
Sacerdotal Office, the Form and the Cha- 
rater of the Sacraments, Eccleſiaſtical 
Ceremonies, the juriſdiction and Au— 


thority of the Church, and the Pope's 


Supremacy. And to give ſome Colour 
to thoſe Accuſations, all Artifices have 
been uſed, ſometimes by curtailing my 
Propoſitions, ſometimes by drawing from 
them the moſt indirect Conſequences, ſome- 
times by leaving out of my Works whate- 
ver might ſerve to juſtity them, laſtly ſome- 
times by imputing to me as a Crime 
ſome free Expreſſions frequently uſed 
by Writers of great Reputation and of a 
known Catholicitm. 5 

To clear my ſelf from ſo many falſe 
Imputations, I have had the honour ta 
declare to Y. E. that upon all thoſe 
Heads, I never had any other Opinion 


but that of the Catholick Church. And 


yet, my Lord, without any regard to 
luch a plain and fincere Declaration, 
they 


(8) 
they will have it, that Y. E. has reclaim- 
ed me from my Errors, and that I have 
renounced them. 

It 1 diſown this, it is not, my Lord, 
to deprive you of the Glory of my Con- 
verſion. I ſhall always think it an Ho- 
nour to be very much indebted to your 
Eminence. But either I need no Con- 
verſion, or it is ſtill to be made; for I 
think, as I always did, about thoſe mat- 
ters that are the Subject of your Inſtruc- 
tion; and if Iam not in an Error, as 
V. E. believes, tis becauſe 1 never 
Was. 

And indeed I am fully perſuaded and 
always believd, as I had already the 
Honour to declare to Y. E. and to ex- 
plain my ſelf about it in publick Wri- 
tings *, that Feſus Chriſt is really preſent 
in the Sacrifice of the Euchariſt; that not 
ouly this Sacrifice is never 

* Lett. to H. without his Preſence, but 
E. and io M. alſo that in Conſequence 
Girardin. ef the Laws of its In- 
ſtitution, one of them can 
never be ſeparated from the other; and that 
if Chriſt were not truly preſent in the Ob- 
lation of the Euchariſt, it would be no lon- 
ger the Sacrifice which be inſtituted. Ne- 
vertheleſs I am more convinc'd than 


ever 


199 


ever that the Notion of Sacrifice in the 
Euchariſt does not ſo much ariſe from 
the Preſence of Chriſt, as from the repre- 
ſentation and Offering of his Death. 
This is all that 1 hive. allerted in my 
Works; and to attack me, as your Ni- 
vines, my Lord, have done, by ſuppoſing 
that 1 ſeparate the Sacrifice from the 
ee is to forge Phantoms in order 
to fight them, and only to ſhow to 
knowing Men, that far from con- 
futing me, they never underſtood the 
true State of the Queſtion. 

"Tis therefore only to make a ſhow of 
an Erudition foreign to the Purpole and 
to impoſe upon ignorant People, that 
we are amus'd and tired with a diſplay 
of a long and inſignificant Tradition, to 
prove what no body diſputes, nor does 
every thing prove it, as I ſhall make it 
appear in time ; witneſs the pallages in 
St. Ignatius, St. Ireneus, St. Cyprian and 
many others, the Senſe whereof is wreſt- 
ed to find what never was in them. But 
what ſignifies it? They impoſe upon the 
People, under Pretence of Teſftimo- 
nies which no body examines, and which 
moſt of them Fin underſtand; and this 
is the only thing they have in view. 
For certainly Tradition was never alleg'd 
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more improperly to determine a Queſtion 
ſo metaphyſical as ours is, and which ne- 
ver was a Subject of diſcuſſion in er 
quity. 

It were needleſs, my Lord, to ex- 
plain my ſelf again upon the Article of 
the real Preſence. V. E. declares that 
you don't ſuſpect me, to have 
ſaid any thing againſt it. Inſt. p. 7 6. 
But I know not why my Doc- 
trine about the Sacerdotal Office is more 
ſuſpected by your Divines, ſince I have 
acknowledged that the Oblation of the 
Chriſtian Sacrifice is the principal Fun- 
ction of it, and that it was in the Inſti- 
tution of the Euchariſt that the Apoſtles, 
and their Succeſſors in their Perſons, re- 
ceiv'd the Power of offering it. Is there, 
my Lord, upon this Head any other Doc- 
trine to be beliey'd ? For if this is the 

only one, I am ſure, I have not alter'd 
it in any part of my Works. 

Nor have I more departed. from the 


common Doctrine of the Church, about 


the Form and the Character of the Sacra- 
ments ; I acknowledge every where 
that all of them have their Matter and 


Form, and that lome imprint a Cha- 
racter. 


But 


declaring that they would not {et up for 


(11) 

But 1 durſt not affirm wherein con- 
fiſts the Form of thole which have none 
determined by the Scripture, or by the 

tual and uniform Practice of the 
Churches. And this I have called an 
Abuſe, and a Raſhneſs, in thoſe private 
Perſons who ſhould undertake to decide 
it. If this be a Hereſy, my Lord, it is 
not ſo much a Hereſy of my own, as of 
all the wiſe and knowing Divines, who 
being offended at the boldneſs of the 
School-men in affirming what they know 
not, what they can't know, and the Deci- 
ſion of which is ever needlels, are cau- 
tious in this matter, and preſcribe to 
themſelves upon this Head no other Rule, 
but to follow exactly the Practice of the 
Churches in which they live. This is 
the Hereſy of the learned Morinus, who 
reflected ſtill more than I have done, up- 
on the Temerity of the Schoolmen in 
deciding peremptorily thoſe Things a- 
bout which they were perfectly ignorant. 
And if the Council of Trent ſeemed ſome- 
times to give ſome weight to their Deci- 
lions upon this Head, one ought to judge 
of che Senſe. of the Canons of that 
Council, not ſo much by the firſt Senſe 
which their Expreſſions > "ug as. by their 
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2 Doctrine what was freely debated a. 
mong Divines, ard by the Uniformi 
ty or Variety of the Practice of the 
Church. 

What I have ſaid, my Lord, about the 
Form of the Sacraments, muſt alſo be ſaid 
by me about the Character. I have ac- 
knowledged it in all thoſe Sacraments in 
which it is acknowledged by the Church. 
But how fairly can I be accuſed of de- 
ſigning to deſtroy it, for ſaying only that 
we underſtand better what a Character 
is by its Effect, which is to prevent a Rei- 
teration, than by its very Name, to which 
Divines annex ſo many different and 
obſcure Ideas, that it were as well for 
them to annex none at all to it. Indeed 
tis a ſtrange multiplying of Hereſies, to 
ſet them at ſuch a low rate. And if it be 
ſo, which of your Divines, my Lord, 
could juſtifie his Catholiciſm ? 

As for the Queſtion about the Reitera- 
tion of the Sacraments, Jam neither the 
firſt nor the only one, who looked upon 
it as a Queſtion of Diſcipline. Nay, I 
don't apprehend, that a Practical Cere- 
mony can be any thing elſe. But does 
this import that I have a mind to revive 

— that 
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- that Diſpute agitated between great Saints 


with a Heat, it did not appear to deſerve ? 
Your Divines, my Lord,would make others 
believe it, that they might have a right to 
Cenſure me; but they impoſe upon me : 
for I have always thought it my Duty to 
conform to the Rites and Uſages Au- 
thoritiſed in the Church, and no one did 
ever ſubmit to them more relig iouſſy. 
"Tis therefore a wrong Accuſation to 
ſay, that I have not ſpoken of the Cere- 
monies of the Church with a due Reſ- 
pect. I have ſaid in ſome places, that 
they were commendable, and that they 
ought to be faithfully obſervd. But 
could I not intimate without contempt, 
that their Number was exceſſive, and that 
we were overburthen'd with them, and 
wiſh after ſome great Men, that a nearer 


approach ſhould be made to the Primi- 


tive Simplicity ? 
St. Auſtin did ſo in his Time, and 


complained already of the Introduction 


of a new Judaiſm by that amazing Mul- 
tiplication of Obſervances and Ceremo- 
nies. I did not go ſo far, my Lord, 
and my reſpe& for the Church made me 
lay aſide ſome Complaints, which Zeal 
would juſtify in a more Happy Time, 
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It was not with a Deſign to weaken 
the Authority of the Church, that J have 
ſhewn how far the Emperors and Kings 
did formerly intermeddle with Eccleſiaſ- 
tical Affairs, and uſe their Power in 
relation to them : No one was ever 
more unwilling than J am, to confine 
her Juriſdiction, or to transfer it to 
Princes. This is a new Calumny of your 
Divines, my Lord, of which I am forc'd 
to complain to you. On the contrary, I 
have only juſtified the Church of Eng- 
land, by ſhewing that Biſhops have pre- 
lerved in that Church, as well as amongſt 
us, a right of making Regulations in Point 


of Diſcipline, and that they only, even ex- 
_ cluſfively of Princes, have a Power to uſe 


Cenſures in order to procure Obedience 
to their Laws. With what Equity there- 
fore could they lay the contrary to my 
Charge ? Should 1, to comply with their 
Prejudices, have aſcrib'd to that Church an 
exorbitance which ſhe difowns, and ne- 
ver Authoriſed ? Or by what a ſtrange 
Sort of Zeal muſt I condemn whatever 
does not agree with our Uſages and Man- 


ners? No, my Lord, Orthodoxy does 


not require it, and Equity did not allow 


me to do ſo. One ought to do Juſtice 


to every Body; and notwithſtanding the 
Authority 


ST. ‚‚ rr 
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843. 

Authority of the late Biſhop Boſſuet, who 
was well acquainted with the FOE PRs 
ol the Catholick Church, but does not 
appear to have well known the particu- 
lars of the Reformation of Englund; one 
cannot deny that Church the Juſtice to 
acknowledge, that alter the irregular mo- 
tions of the firſt heat of the Revolu- 
tions, {the did as nicely diſtinguiſh the 
Limits of the two Powers, as the Culli— 
cen Church herſelt. 

What remains, my Lord, is to ex- 
plain my ſelf about the Pope's Supre- 


macy. I acknowledge it in the Senſe of 


the Gallican Church, and fuch as the 
late Biſhop Boſſuer defired it in his 
Expoſut! „ion, and 1 condemn thoſe who de- 
ny it in that Senſe. But as to the ex- 
erciſe of the Juriſdiction of the Popes, 
as it varied according to the times and 
places, it would be an Error to maintain 
that moſt of the Functions they cxerciſe 
are exerciſed by them, Jure Divino; 
and nothing. can be more exact than the 
Words that are cenſured, and which 
athrm that thoſe Functions were devolved 
to them in England, only becauſe d long 
Preſcription, the Example of the other Weſt- 
ern Churches, and ihe Fruits of their 

B . Apoſtle;bip 
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| Apoſtleſhip bad occaſioned 
Tom. 2. Part their been reſerved to them. 
2. F. 63. And indeed, your Divines 
my Lord, have not been 
able to find upon this Head any ground 
for a Condemnation, but by ſuppoſing 
with as little Equity as Knowledge, that 
I meant in that place the Pope's Supre. 
macy. But there never was a Calumny 
ſo ill grounded, and the very Words 
that are cenſured, will not bear this 

Senle. | 
Theſe are, my Lord, my true Sentiments 
about the different Heads, which make 
the ſubject of your Inſtruction. I proteſt 
before God to V. E. that I never had 
any other Sentiments; and I flatter my 
ſelt that whoever reads my Books with- 
out prepoſſeſſion will find in them no- 


thing contrary to the account, I have juſt 


now given you of my Opinions. How 
then, ſince I am and have always been 
free from all the Errors which they pre- 
tended to Cenſure, could they aſcribe to 
me a Retractation of thoſe Errors, and a 
return to the Doctrine of the Church, 
from which I never departed, and which 
1 | er weakened in any part of my 
Vorks ? 


On 
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On the contrary, tis in Conſequence of 
my Adhering to that Doctrine, that by 
conſtantly refuſing to ſubſcribe to Fig 
Judgment Y. E. has given about my 
Works, I readily declar'd that I acqui- 
eſced to the Catholick Doctrines ſet forth 
in your Inſtruction, to the Condemnation 
of the Errors contrary to them, and to 
the diſowning the Expreſſions that ſhould 
favour thoſe Errors. 


But by declaring to Y. E. that I ac- 


quieſced to the Catholick Doctrine of 
your Inſtruction, you know that I al- 


ways perſiſted to maintain that I had ne- 
ver writ againſt it ; that in condemning 
the Errors contrary to it, I proteſted 
that I had neither followed, nor taught 
them in my Works, and that 1 Lake 
upon their being imputed to me in the 
Inſtrucklon, as an Injuſtice; that in dil- 
owning the Exprellions that might ſeem 
to favour thoſe Errors, it was anly in a 
diſpoſition to condemn what might be 
wrongly uſed in Favour of Error, againft 
my Intention and Knowledge; laſtly 
that in ſaying that 1 was forry tor the 
Offence occaſioned by my Books, I did 


not mean an Offence given, but an 
Offence taken. 


1 After 
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A theſe Protaſ tations ſo often repea- 
ted, and the proofs of which that are in 
my hands, your Inſtruction, my Lord, 
weill force me to publiſh how comes it 
that your Divines have traduced me, as 
a Writer, who ackowledged and retracted 
his errors, who HBO as to his condem- 
nation, who ſubmitted to the cenſure of 
his Works, and repaired by an humble 


confeſhon of his fault the Offence he had 
given to the Church? 


Submiſſion, my Lord, is a great Virtue, 
and Humility the ground ot all Virtues. 
But they ought to be founded upon Truth, 
without which docility is nothing but 
Weakneſs, and Humility nothing but 
Baſenels. 

I ſhall never be aſhamed to retract any 
Errors, that ſhall eſcape me. But you 
would not, my Lord, make an ill 
ule of your Authority to extort from me 
a Contellion inconſiſtent with the Teſti- 
mony I ought to give of my Incocence ; 
and 1 know too well the Authors of my 
Oppreſſion, to lay upon you the Violence 
which forces me to forſake my Repoſe, 
my Country and my Profeſſion. No- 
thing could have been more grievous to 
ne than the (ad Neceflity to which I am 

reduced 


( 19 ) 
reduced to give this ſort of ſcandal to the 
Publick. I have reſiſted a long time 
even at the Hazard of my Libersy 1 
have done all that I could to avoid it, 
Nay I would have done ſtill, more had not 
your Inſtruction, my Lord, forced me to 
break Silence : and by Adherence tothe Ca- 
tholick Church in a Foreign Land will 
convince all Europe, that nothing but the 
reaſon of a juſt defence, and the neceſſity 
of freeing my ſelf from an unjuſt Vexati- 
tion, could force me to make a Step ſo con- 
trary to my Inclinations. 


Being always ready to reſume my for- 
mer Condition, as ſoon as I have a rea- 
ſonable Aſſurance that there is no longer 
any deſign of undoing me, and that 1 
{hall be at full Libcrty to go about my 
Juſtification, I ſhall be the firſt in longing 
tor a State which 1 leaye with the great- 
eſt Uneaſineſs. I ſhall carry every where 
a Love of Unity, a Fondneſs tor my Pro- 
feſſion, anda reſpect for thoſe very per- 
ſons, who condemn me unjuitly. 

Being free enough, to own the Abules 
that prevail in the Church, and not to 
ſubmit to that Multitude of Opinions 
with which our Creed is inlarged, by a 
continual Creation of new Articles of 

Faith 
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Faith, I ſhall never depart from a due 
Submiſſion to thoſe Catholick Truths, 
which have been tranſmitted to us by 
our Fathers, and to the Uſages Conſe- 
erated by the Practice of the Church. 
But I ſhall neither be fo Superſtitious 
as to place a vain Confidence in them, 
nor ſo fond of our Obſervances and Cere- 
monies, as to believe that a Church can- 
not Change thera, without renouncing 
Religion, and the glorious Title of 
Church of Jeſus Chriſt. 

"Tis with ſuch Diſpoſitions, my Lord, 
that I leave France, and that a Foreign 
Kingdom ſhall ſee the Spectacle of a 
Man calumniated and perſecuted for 
being ſo bold as to aſſert the falſity of a 


Romance transformed into a Hiſtory 


by our Prejudices ; and becauſe notwith- 
ſtanding his Adherence to the Catholick 
Doctrines, he cannot ſubmit to the unin- 
telligable Jargon of our Schools. I ex- 
pect it will afford my Enemies Matter 
for a new Triumph, and endleſs Calum- 
nies. But I ſhall bear them more eaſily than 
the falſe Submiſſion which your Divines, 
my Lord, have] been pleaſed to aſcribe to 
me in your Inſtruction, becauſe at leaſt 
I ſhall not be ſuſpected of concurring to 
Injuſtice. I ſhall endeavour to keep 
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up every where the Character of a Reli- 
gious, without being a Slave. If I de- 
part ſometimes from thoſe Opinions, 
which are too eaſily fet up for Doftrines 
amongſt us, and if I do not fear ſo much 
as they wiſh I did, the Cenſures of 
which moſt of our Biſhops are ſo laviſh 
every Day, yet I ſhall ſtill no leſs care: 
fully; adhere to Unity, and preſerve an 


ardent Zeal for Truth, and a ſincere Love 
for the Church. 


I have the Honour to be with the 
moſt profound Reſpett, 
My LORD 
Of your Eminence, 
Paris, Jan, 


12. 1728, | ＋. be moſt Humble and moſt 


Obedient Servant, 


PETER FRAN CIS LE COURAYER. 
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